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UNO
STORICO
VOTO

Il Congresso Usa approva
una mozione di pieno
riconoscimento del
Genocidio armeno
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Definirla storica & perfino ridutti- za turca, gli Stati Uniti rientrano pre-
vo: la risoluzione votata il 10 otto- potentemente nella annosa questione
bre dal Congresso statunitense & armena; e lo fanno con una votazione
uno di quei passaggi destinati a che mette con le spalle il fidato allea-
conoscere la gloria dei futuri testi to turco.
scolastici. . . .

Non a caso nei mesi scorsi, sin da
Perché a quasi novanta anni dal quando il 30 gennaio venne presenta-
progetto Wilson di dare una patria ta, primo firmatario il deputato Adam
agli armeni, abortito per la riluttan- Schiff ed altri, la risoluzione numero
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Condoleza Rice, e lo stesso Presi-
dente Bush, si sono adoperati in
tutti i modi per far desistere i de-
putati dal votare una mozione
che avrebbe messo in serio imba-
razzo la Casa Bianca nei confronti
di Ankara.

Se non che, la fila delle adesioni
alla mozione si & andata ingros-
sando mese dopo mese, fino ad
arrivare a toccare a fine settem-
bre quota 226, superiore alla
maggioranza richiesta nella vota-
zione. Al punto da costringere,
nei giorni scorsi, il Presidente a-
mericano a pronunciarsi formal-
mente contro la risoluzione stes-
sa ma dichiarando comunque di
non poter entrare nel merito delle
decisioni del Congresso.

Nelle ultime settimane si € inten-

sificata, invano, la lobby turca
nell’ultimo disperato tentativo di
bloccare il voto cosi come accad-
de all’epoca Clinton.

Ma la riflessione “ Come facciamo
ad opporci al genocidio nel Darfur
se non siamo neppure in grado di
denunciare quello armeno” ha
fatto breccia nell’opinione pubbli-
ca statunitense e nel libero con-
vincimento dei Deputati; e se,
indubbiamente, nel voto congres-
suale hanno pesato i mutati as-
setti della politica Usa, € altret-
tanto evidente che la votazione &
stata bipartisan coinvolgendo
membri democratici e repubblica-
ni uniti nel condannare la politica
negazionista della Turchia. Sem-
pre piu isolata, come testimonia-
no le adesioni (vedi sotto) di mol-

Un consenso non solo politico

La risoluzione H 106 ha raccolto con-
sensi ed adesioni anche al di fuori del-
I'ambito politico, da parte di associa-
zioni culturali, etniche e religiose.
Pubblichiamo la lista cosi come fornita
dall’ANCA, l'associazione degli armeni
americani.

American Federation of Jews from Central
Europe (New York, NY), Americans for
Peace Now (Washington, DC), American
Hellenic Council of CA (Los Angeles, CA),
American Hellenic Institute (Washington,
DC), American Hungarian Federation
(Washington, DC), American Jewish World
Service (New York, NY), American Latvian
Association in the U.S. (Rockville, MD),
American Values (Washington, DC), Arab
American Institute (Washington, DC), Bela-
rusan-American  Association  (Jamaica,
NY), Bulgarian Institute for Research and
Analysis (Bethesda, MD), Center for Rus-
sian Jewry with Student Struggle for Soviet

Jewry (New York, NY), Center for World
Indigenous Studies (Olympia, WA), Chri-
stian Solidarity International (Washington,
DC), Congress of Romanian Americans
(McLean, VA), Council for the Development
of French in Louisiana (Lafayette, LA),
Estonian American National Council
(Rockville, MD), Genocide Intervention
Network (Washington, DC), Global Rights
(Washington, DC), Hmong National Deve-
lopment, Inc., Hungarian American Coali-
tion (Washington, DC), Institute on Religion
and Public Policy (Washington, DC), Inter-
national Association of Genocide Scholars
(New York, NY), Jewish Social Policy
Action Network (Philadelphia, PA), Jewish
War Veterans of the USA (Washington,
DC), Jewish World Watch (Encino, CA),
Joint Baltic American National Committee
(Rockville, MD), Leadership Council for
Human Rights (Washington, DC), Lithua-
nian American Community (Philadelphia,
PA), Lithuanian ~ American  Council

te associazioni anche ebraiche: in
un colpo solo Ankara si trova piu
lontana da Stati Uniti ed Israele,
fino ad oggi i suoi migliori alleati.
Per gli Armeni di tutto il mondo e
un primo fondamentale passo
verso il pieno riconoscimento del
loro diritto alla Memoria.

(Rockville, MD), National Ethnic Coalition
of Organizations (New York, NY), National
Council of Churches USA (New York, NY),
National Federation of American Hunga-
rians (Washington, DC), National Federa-
tion of Filipino American Associations
(Washington, DC), National Lawyer's Guild
(New York, NY), Polish American Congress
(Chicago, IL), Progressive Jewish Alliance
(Los Angeles, CA), Reconstructionist Rab-
binical College (Wyncote, PA), Slovak Lea-
gue of America (Passaic, New Jersey), The
Georgian  Association in  the USA
(Washington, DC), The Workmen's Circle-
/Arbeter Ring (New York, NY), U.S. Baltic
Foundation (Washington, DC), Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America (New
York, NY), Ukrainian National Association
(Parsippany, NJ), Unitarian Universalist
Association of Congregations (Washington,
DC), United Hellenic American Congress
(Chicago, IL), Washington Chapter Cze-
choslovak National Council of America
(Washington, DC), and the Women's Inter-
national League for Peace and Freedom
(Philadelphia, PA), and the Zionist Organi-
zation of America (New York, NY).

Ultimi disperati tentativi turchi ...

A poche ore dalla votazione del Congresso
Usa, le agenzie di stampa internazionali
continuavano a battere le dichiarazioni di
varie personalita turche che minacciavano
apertamente Washington nel caso di ap-
provazione della risoluzione 106.

Dal Parlamento di Ankara passando per
tutti i maggiori esponenti politici della
Turchia si sono succedute dichiarazioni
che mettevano sull’avviso gli Stati Uniti,
sottolineando il rischio che le relazioni

diplomatiche fra i due paesi venissero
“seriamente danneggiate” nel caso di voto
favorevole.

In un crescendo di minacce, sono state
preannunciate ritorsioni economiche e
commerciali, e il divieto di servirsi delle
basi Nato utilizzate per le missioni in Iraq
ed Afghanistan.

A nulla sono valsi tali ultimatum: i mem-
bri del Congresso USA hanno votato se-
condo coscienza !

Nelle pagine a se-
guire il testo com-
pleto della risoluzio-
ne H 106 in lingua
originale e la mozio-
ne conclusiva tra-
dotta in italiano
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(1) The Armenian Genocide was conceived
and carried out by the Ottoman Empire
from 1915 to 1923, resulting in the deporta-
tion of nearly 2,000,000 Armenians, of
whom 1,500,000 men, women, and children
were killed, 500,000 survivors were expel-
led from their homes, and which succeeded
in the elimination of the over 2,500-year
presence of Armenians in their historic
homeland.

(2) On May 24, 1915, the Allied Powers,
England, France, and Russia, jointly issued
a statement explicitly charging for the first
time ever another government of commit-
ting “a crime against humanity'.

(3) This joint statement stated “the Allied
Governments announce publicly to the
Sublime Porte that they will hold perso-
nally responsible for these crimes all mem-
bers of the Ottoman Government, as well
as those of their agents who are implicated
in such massacres'.

(4) The post-World War I Turkish Gover-
nment indicted the top leaders involved in
the ‘organization and execution' of the
Armenian Genocide and in the “massacre
and destruction of the Armenians'.

(5) In a series of courts-martial, officials of
the Young Turk Regime were tried and
convicted, as charged, for organizing and
executing massacres against the Armenian

people.

(6) The chief organizers of the Armenian
Genocide, Minister of War Enver, Minister
of the Interior Talaat, and Minister of the
Navy Jemal were all condemned to death
for their crimes, however, the verdicts of
the courts were not enforced.

(7) The Armenian Genocide and these do-
mestic judicial failures are documented
with overwhelming evidence in the natio-
nal archives of Austria, France, Germany,
Great Britain, Russia, the United States, the
Vatican and many other countries, and this
vast body of evidence attests to the same
facts, the same events, and the same conse-
quences.

(8) The United States National Archives
and Record Administration holds extensive
and thorough documentation on the Arme-
nian Genocide, especially in its holdings
under Record Group 59 of the United Sta-
tes Department of State, files 867.00 and
867.40, which are open and widely availa-
ble to the public and interested institutions.

(9) The Honorable Henry Morgenthau,
United States Ambassador to the Ottoman
Empire from 1913 to 1916, organized and
led protests by officials of many countries,
among them the allies of the Ottoman Em-
pire, against the Armenian Genocide.

(10) Ambassador Morgenthau explicitly

described to the United States Department
of State the policy of the Government of the
Ottoman Empire as ‘a campaign of race
extermination,' and was instructed on July
16, 1915, by United States Secretary of State
Robert Lansing that the “Department ap-
proves your procedure . . . to stop Arme-
nian persecution'.

(11) Senate Concurrent Resolution 12 of
February 9, 1916, resolved that “the Presi-
dent of the United States be respectfully
asked to designate a day on which the
citizens of this country may give expres-
sion to their sympathy by contributing
funds now being raised for the relief of the
Armenians', who at the time were enduring
“starvation, disease, and untold suffering'.

(12) President Woodrow Wilson concurred
and also encouraged the formation of the
organization known as Near East Relief,
chartered by an Act of Congress, which
contributed some $116,000,000 from 1915 to
1930 to aid Armenian Genocide survivors,
including 132,000 orphans who became
foster children of the American people.

(13) Senate Resolution 359, dated May 11,
1920, stated in part, “the testimony addu-
ced at the hearings conducted by the sub-
committee of the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations have clearly established
the truth of the reported massacres and
other atrocities from which the Armenian
people have suffered'.

(14) The resolution followed the April 13,
1920, report to the Senate of the American
Military Mission to Armenia led by Gene-
ral James Harbord, that stated ‘[m]
utilation, violation, torture, and death have
left their haunting memories in a hundred
beautiful Armenian valleys, and the trave-
ler in that region is seldom free from the
evidence of this most colossal crime of all
the ages'.

(15) As displayed in the United States Ho-
locaust Memorial Museum, Adolf Hitler,
on ordering his military commanders to
attack Poland without provocation in 1939,
dismissed objections by saying “[w]ho,
after all, speaks today of the annihilation of
the Armenians?' and thus set the stage for
the Holocaust.

(16) Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term
“genocide' in 1944, and who was the ear-
liest proponent of the United Nations
Convention on the Prevention and Puni-
shment of Genocide, invoked the Arme-
nian case as a definitive example of genoci-
de in the 20th century.

(17) The first resolution on genocide adop-
ted by the United Nations at Lemkin's
urging, the December 11, 1946, United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 96(1)
and the United Nations Convention on the

Prevention and Punishment of Genocide
itself recognized the Armenian Genocide as
the type of crime the United Nations inten-
ded to prevent and punish by codifying
existing standards.

(18) In 1948, the United Nations War Cri-
mes Commission invoked the Armenian
Genocide “precisely . . . one of the types of
acts which the modern term “crimes against
humanity' is intended to cover' as a prece-
dent for the Nuremberg tribunals.

(19) The Commission stated that ‘[t]he
provisions of Article 230 of the Peace Tre-
aty of Sevres were obviously intended to
cover, in conformity with the Allied note of
1915 . . ., offenses which had been commit-
ted on Turkish territory against persons of
Turkish citizenship, though of Armenian or
Greek race. This article constitutes therefo-
re a precedent for Article 6¢c and 5c of the
Nuremberg and Tokyo Charters, and offers
an example of one of the categories of
‘crimes against humanity' as understood
by these enactments'.

(20) House Joint Resolution 148, adopted
on April 8, 1975, resolved: *[t]hat April 24,
1975, is hereby designated as “National Day
of Remembrance of Man's Inhumanity to
Man', and the President of the United Sta-
tes is authorized and requested to issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of
the United States to observe such day as a
day of remembrance for all the victims of
genocide, especially those of Armenian
ancestry ...

(21) President Ronald Reagan in proclama-
tion number 4838, dated April 22, 1981,
stated in part ‘like the genocide of the Ar-
menians before it, and the genocide of the
Cambodians, which followed it--and like
too many other persecutions of too many
other people--the lessons of the Holocaust
must never be forgotten'.

(22) House Joint Resolution 247, adopted
on September 10, 1984, resolved: *[t]hat
April 24, 1985, is hereby designated as
"National Day of Remembrance of Man's
Inhumanity to Man', and the President of
the United States is authorized and reque-
sted to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States to observe
such day as a day of remembrance for all
the victims of genocide, especially the one
and one-half million people of Armenian
ancestry . ...

(23) In August 1985, after extensive study
and deliberation, the United Nations Su-
bCommission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities voted 14
to 1 to accept a report entitled ‘Study of the
Question of the Prevention and Puni-
shment of the Crime of Genocide,' which
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stated ‘[t]he Nazi aberration has unfortuna-
tely not been the only case of genocide in the
20th century. Among other examples which
can be cited as qualifying are . . . the Otto-
man massacre of Armenians in 1915-1916'.

(24) This report also explained that “[a]t least
1,000,000, and possibly well over half of the
Armenian population, are reliably estimated
to have been killed or death marched by
independent authorities and eye-witnesses.
This is corroborated by reports in United
States, German and British archives and of
contemporary diplomats in the Ottoman
Empire, including those of its ally Ger-
many.'.

(25) The United States Holocaust Memorial
Council, an independent Federal agency,
unanimously resolved on April 30, 1981,
that the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum would include the Armenian Ge-
nocide in the Museum and has since done
S0.

(26) Reviewing an aberrant 1982 expression
(later retracted) by the United States Depar-
tment of State asserting that the facts of the
Armenian Genocide may be ambiguous, the
United States Court of Appeals for the Di-
strict of Columbia in 1993, after a review of
documents pertaining to the policy record of
the United States, noted that the assertion on
ambiguity in the United States record about
the Armenian Genocide ‘contradicted lon-
gstanding United States policy and was
eventually retracted'.

(27) On June 5, 1996, the House of Represen-

tatives adopted an amendment to House
Bill 3540 (the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 1997) to reduce aid to Turkey
by $3,000,000 (an estimate of its payment of
lobbying fees in the United States) until the
Turkish Government acknowledged the
Armenian Genocide and took steps to ho-
nor the memory of its victims.

(28) President William Jefferson Clinton, on
April 24, 1998, stated: “This year, as in the
past, we join with Armenian-Americans
throughout the nation in commemorating
one of the saddest chapters in the history of
this century, the deportations and massa-
cres of a million and a half Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire in the years 1915-
1923.'.

(29) President George W. Bush, on April 24,
2004, stated: ‘On this day, we pause in
remembrance of one of the most horrible
tragedies of the 20th century, the annihila-
tion of as many as 1,500,000 Armenians
through forced exile and murder at the end
of the Ottoman Empire.'.

(30) Despite the international recognition
and affirmation of the Armenian Genocide,
the failure of the domestic and internatio-
nal authorities to punish those responsible
for the Armenian Genocide is a reason why
similar genocides have recurred and may
recur in the future, and that a just resolu-
tion will help prevent future genocides.

Legge 675/96: Tutela delle persone e di altri
soggetti rispetto al trattamento di dati personali.

Gli indirizzi email presenti nel nostro archivio
provengono da segnalazioni di autori/autrici e/o
lettori/lettrici od utenti del sito, amici e conoscenti,
o elenchi e servizi di pubblico dominio, pubblicati
anche via web o per autorizzazione dei possessori.
Secondo quanto previsto dall'art. 13 della legge, in
qualsias momento, potrete chiedere di essere can-
cellati dalla nostra mailing list Akhtamar inviando
un‘e-mail all'indirizzo akhta-
mar@comunitaarmena.it con oggetto "cancella’.

AKHTAMAR ON LINE
€ una pubblicazione di

Wwww.comunitaarmena.it

Esce on line ogni quindici giorni

La risoluzione conclusiva ...

« La Casa dei Rappresentanti invi-
ta il Presidente ad assicurare che
la politica estera degli Stati Uniti
rifletta particolare comprensione
e sensibilita riguardo alle que-
stioni collegate ai diritti umani,
alla pulizia etnica ed al genoci-
nell’archivio
degli Stati Uniti e relativi al Ge-
nocidio Armeno, e per altri sco-

dio documentati
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Invita

il Presidente, nell’annuale
messaggio presidenziale di comme-
morazione del genocidio pubblicato
il 24 aprile o in prossimita del 24 a-
prile, di definire accuratamente il
sistematico e deliberato annienta-
mento di 1.500.000 Armeni come un
Genocidio e ricordare la fiera storia
degli Stati Uniti di intervento in op-
posizione al Genocidio Armeno.
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